CULTURAL HERITAGE CENTER

CULTURAL HERITAGE CENTER supports the foreign affairs functions of the U.S. Department of State
related to the protection and preservation of cultural heritage. It serves as a center of expertise on global
cultural heritage protection issues. The Center administers the Cultural Property Protection Program, the
U.S. Ambassadors Fund for Cultural Preservation, the Iraq and Syria Cultural Heritage Initiatives, and other

special programs.

Through the CULTURAL PROPERTY PROTECTION
PROGRAM, the Cultural Heritage Center administers
the Department’s treaty responsibilities for the 71970
UNESCO Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and
Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Own-
ership of Cultural Property as enabled by U.S. domestic
law. Through this process, the U.S. may enter into agree-
ments with other countries to impose U.S. import
restrictions on archaeological or ethnological material
when pillage of such materials places a nation’s cultural
heritage in jeopardy. These agreements also promote
long-term safeguards for protecting cultural heritage;
and promote international access to cultural property
for educational, scientific, and cultural purposes. The
U.S. has entered into bilateral agreements with 15 coun-
tries, and has special emergency protection for Iraq.

The U.S. AMBASSADORS FUND FOR CULTURAL
PRESERVATION awards small and large grants for the
preservation of cultural sites, cultural objects, and forms
of traditional cultural expression in developing countries
around the world. Each year, U.S. ambassadors to more
than 140 countries are invited to submit project propos-
als that address important cultural preservation needs.
Since 2001, the program has awarded $55 million for
over 900 projects in more than 125 countries.

BUREAU OF EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS

The IRAQ CULTURAL HERITAGE INITIATIVE in-
cludes the Future of Babylon project, the Iragi Institute
for the Conservation of Antiquities and Heritage, profes-
sional development and upgrades to the Iraqg Museum,
and other collaborations with the Iraq State Board of
Antiquities and Heritage and U.S. partner institutions,
designed to build local capacity for protection and pres-
ervation at Irag’s museums and heritage sites.

The SYRIA CULTURAL HERITAGE INITIATIVE in-
cludes close monitoring of looting at archaeological
sites, compiling a map and inventory of more than 1,000
major cultural heritage sites, and supporting the pro-
duction of the Emergency Red List of Syrian Cultural
Objects at Risk.

SPECIAL PROJECTS include heritage training pro-
grams for Afghanistan, as well as support for collabora-
tions in heritage preservation with various governmental
and nongovernmental organizations. For example, the
Center supports the International Council on Museums
for the creation and publication of Red Lists of cultural
materials at risk from looting and theft. It also supports
numerous site protection workshops around the world.
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